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In your October 2nd editorial you asked, “What do [the uninsured] do for health care?” and then answered, “they rely on charity – from hospitals and physicians – or they simply do without.”

Not so.  

Many uninsured – even from Johnson City – use our point-of-care payment clinic in Greeneville.  Most don’t want charity – they just want medical care to be available and reasonably priced.  

One uninsured man with new onset diabetes was recently refused treatment by every medical practice he called in Johnson City, even though he was willing and able to pay for his visits.  Many of our other Johnson City patients tell similar stories.

By refusing all third party payment, our clinic avoids the tremendous overhead insurance companies impose on physicians’ offices.  We can therefore offer our services at rates that are typically less than half those of local urgent cares and less than one-fifth those of ER’s.  In addition, we don’t refuse anyone willing to pay our fees at the time of service.

Contrary to popular misconceptions, the uninsured are neither destitute nor derelict.  They pay their bills.  As farmers, cleaning ladies, contractors, beauticians, local retailers, and other self-employed folk, they aren’t looking for a handout – just a fair deal.   
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